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MRCS PART A (MCQ)

CANDIDATE GUIDANCE NOTES – PEARSON VUE

1.

General information - Intercollegiate MRCS

Part A is a five-hour MCQ examination consisting of a three-hour paper (Applied Basic
Science) followed by a two-hour paper (Principles of Surgery in General), taken on the
same day. There is a scheduled one-hour candidate break between Paper 1 and Paper
2.
The marks for both papers are combined to give a total mark for Part A.
The two examination papers cover generic surgical sciences and applied knowledge,
including the core knowledge required in all nine specialties as follows:
Paper 1. Applied Basic Sciences – 3 hours
Paper 2. Principles of Surgery in General – 2 hours
To achieve a pass in Part A, the candidate will be required to demonstrate a minimum
level of competence in each of the two papers in addition to achieving or exceeding the
pass mark set for the combined total mark for Part A.
Candidates may attempt to pass Part A of the MRCS examination six times.

2.

Examination Procedure

Candidates will need to book and attend a Pearson Vue test centre to sit their MRCS Part
A examination. The test centre booking process is explained on the following Pearson Vue
website.
Candidates are required to arrive at a Pearson Vue test centre 30 minutes before their
scheduled examination start time. This is to allow adequate time to complete the
necessary sign-in procedures. If candidates arrive more than 15 minutes late after the
scheduled examination start time, they may be refused admission.
No personal items may be taken into the testing room. This includes all bags, books,
notes, phones, pagers, watches and wallets as well as any drinks or food. All candidates
will be required to follow the Pearson Vue test centre rules agreement.
Candidates may finish the examination early and leave the test centre at any time.
Candidates will be permitted to leave the premises of a Pearson Vue test centre during
the one hour scheduled break between Paper 1 and Paper 2.
Candidates are required to obey the instructions of the Pearson Vue test centre staff and
invigilators at all times. Failure or refusal to do so may lead to candidates being suspended
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from the examination, with their results being withheld pending investigation. It is Pearson
Vue’s duty to prevent any behaviour likely to cause disturbance to other candidates.

3.

Admittance to the examination

On arrival at a Pearson Vue test centre, candidates will be required to present one form
of original (no photocopies), valid (unexpired) ID that includes their name, photograph,
and signature. The first and last name that a candidate used to register must match exactly
the first and last name on the ID that is presented on test day. All IDs required must be
issued by the country in which a candidate is testing. If a candidate does not have the
qualifying ID issued from the country they are testing in, a passport from their country of
citizenship is required. If you have any questions or concerns about the ID you are required
to bring with you to the testing center for admittance for your examination please contact
Pearson VUE customer service.
Full ID policy is available here.
For the purposes of visual identification, any candidate sitting the examination will be
required to remove any clothing and/or other item which covers all, or part of, the
candidate’s face. Pearson Vue will observe sensitivity and, in specific circumstances,
privacy in the visual identification of candidates. All candidates will be required to follow
the Pearson Vue test centre rules agreement.
4.

Guidance

Candidates must follow all Pearson Vue invigilator(s) instructions during the examination,
including when to start the examination. Examination will be delivered on-screen using a
computer. Before commencing with the examination, all candidates will be presented with
a tutorial on how to use the computer equipment and interact with the Pearson Vue onscreen examination system. Pearson Vue staff and invigilator(s) will be available to
provide any assistance in regards to this.
Candidates shall not give or receive any assistance or communicate by any means with
one another or any person, other than the Pearson Vue invigilator(s), at any time during
the examination period. Any candidate acting in breach of this regulation or misbehaving
in any other way that may disrupt the examination may, at the discretion of Pearson Vue
invigilator, be suspended from the examination, or have their results withheld pending
investigation.
Any candidate who wishes to go to the toilet during the examination, must ask the
permission of a Pearson Vue invigilator and be supervised at all times. Candidates will not
be allowed extra examination time on such occasions. Candidates are allowed to take a
unscheduled comfort break at any time during the examination time to access any drinks
or food stored in their secure cupboard at a Pearson Vue test centre. Candidates will be
supervised by a Pearson Vue invigilator at all times during such breaks, and the
examination time will not be stopped.
Candidates who have any questions or comments on the content of the examination
should report these to the Pearson Vue invigilator. All such comments will be noted and
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considered at the adjudication stage. No clarification will be given by the invigilator. All
candidates will be required to follow the Pearson Vue test centre rules agreement.
Any candidate who contravenes any of these instructions will be liable to penalties that
may include expulsion from the examination, annulment of results and referral to the
appropriate registration body. The Malpractice Regulations that the Colleges adhere to
are available here. It is the candidate’s responsibility to be familiar with these before they
attend the examination. Candidates should note that the copyright on the content of the
papers is held by the three Surgical Royal Colleges of Great Britain and that unauthorised
use of any of the questions is prohibited. In the event of contravention of this copyright,
legal action may be taken. Any candidate found making notes on the content of
examination questions will be disqualified. Candidates will be required to complete a nondisclosure agreement at a Pearson Vue test centre to be allowed to commence the
examination.

5.

Results

Results will be available within approximately one month from the examination date. Each
of the Colleges will notify their candidates directly once the results are available and how
to access them.
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